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Thirty years of faithful service!

We met about 20 years ago. Sheldon was 15 years old and I was 19.
Sheldon was living on the streets and I was still pretty wet behind the
ears in my ministry.

Sheldon reconnected with me just recently and started sharing about
how much of an impact our involvement made on his life. Youth Unlim-
ited is all about being intentional about youth, to help them transform
their lives and sometimes, it’s those little things, that unbeknown to us,
make a lasting impact. As the years pass, we get to hear more and more
impact stories. Here is Sheldon’s:

“To whom it may concern,

My friends and I were unwanted and we were a bunch of scared kids.
Along came the StreetLight bus. StreetLight was a safe place for us
kids. Twice a week we’d have a safe place, a WARM meal and a people
who WANTED to connect with us as other humans.

One thing that has stuck with me all these years later, was something
that Maria did for me. (She was a volunteer at the time.) I think it was
the first year they handed out backpacks at Christmas. I missed the give
out day because I was in jail. One evening, I told Maria I had missed out
and hadn’t gotten a backpack.

Then, the next time we all showed up at StreetLight, after all the volun-
teer’s on the bus were done praying, Maria came out, gave me a hug and
she handed me a back pack. It was her own, and she gifted it to me. Even
to this day, I still own that back pack and it’s actually pretty special too
me. I’ll never forget the impact that had on my life.

Anyways, I don’t know really too say other than “thank you”
to this woman and everything she has done in my life and
in the lives of SO many other street youth. We have ben-
efited greatly because of the ministries of Youth Unlimited.

Sheldon LePage”

One of the the most impactful statements Sheldon sent me was,
“You helped save my life.” In those moments when someone
needs to know they are cherished and worthy of love, those are mo-
ments to grab hold of and be intentional about. To be in a moment
with someone is something that should never be taken for granted.

The impact of Youth Unlimited, is huge! It is a direct result of our dedi-
cated staff team, our volunteers and you as our ministry partners. It is
with YOU that this community is being transformed one life at a time.

maria friesen
people & program
development director
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There was a lady in our church who many years ago would sing in the
Sunday worship services. From time to time she would repeat the same
song. It was an oldie, it had a western tang to it and did not fall into the
type of music I listened to as a young adult back in the 1980’s. How-
ever; one phrase from that song still to this day resounds clearly in my
mind. “One Day At A Time Sweet Jesus Is All I’m Asking Of You….”

There have been countless times when it was just one day at a time.
It was back in May of 1987 when Youth For Christ hired me on as a
youth worker. Thirty years can mean a lot of one day at a time. Years of
dependence on our Lord because the task is way too much for me. One
Day At A Time. It is a prayer. It is an attitude. It is how things roll in
youth ministry. At least it has been for me.

All who read this quarterly Insights publication; you are the dear ones
who make one day at a time feasible. It is your prayer support, caring
conversations when we meet face to face and your financial gifts that
enable Youth For Christ staff to head out into each day. Days that are so
packed full of excitement, energy and activity of youth ministry while
at the same time completely dependent on prayer, calmness and Spirit
lead bold conversations.

I finish thirty years and two months with Youth For Christ by July.
What a wonderful experience of partnering with the many dear, faithful
followers of Christ to reach into the lives of the kids, lead them into dis-
covering more and more of Jesus and being a crucial part of the answer
to all the prayers you have prayed.

In His service,

david lister
bow valley
director
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When it comes to coaching softball, I almost never get to
coach the same girl twice. I end up with a new group of re-
cruits every year, and we start from scratch. We learn the
basics and begin again, hoping that by the end of the sea-
son we can make a few more plays than we could in March.

Last year there was a girl on my team who was the weak link.
She spent the first month terrified of getting hit by the ball. Once
we conquered that fear, she spent the second half of the season
throwing the ball to the wrong base, and running the wrong way.
I was fairly certain she wouldn’t play again this year and when
I got my roster and saw she wasn’t on it, I wasn’t surprised.

A few weeks ago, my newest team came up against a team
that was a year older and had one girl who seemed to be big-
ger and stronger than my whole team combined. She threw
hard, ran hard and her skill intimidated my entire team.

Halfway through the game, I wanted to see if I knew this
girl who was scaring everyone she played against, and
I was pleasantly surprised to see it was the same girl from
last season. She was taller, stronger and a lot more confident
than I’d known her to be. After her team handed me a loss,

I approached her to find out how much she’d been playing
since last year. The answer was never. She’d just grown
to love the game and it had changed the way she played.
As a coach, it pains me to say that sometimes skill de-
velopment isn’t what’s most important. The truth is, a
lot of that will develop over time. A love for what you’re
doing will keep more people involved and you’ll see
change quickly if you can create a positive environment
in which girls can learn. Now I just need to learn how to
coach my girls how to not beat me too badly next season.

campus life

sara wagar
campus life
program director

angela kenny
streetlight
intern

I’ve never seen anyone so thankful for a job. If you give him
something to do, he always exceeds what is asked and goes that
extra mile; he takes ownership and makes sure it’s done per-
fectly. Daniel isn’t like most other young men we see in Worth
Auto; he has a sense of mission, a drive to be the best he can
be. He has a dream he’s following and has the motivation to get
there. He’s not your average Canadian youth either; he didn’t
grow up in Canada. He’s from Eritrea, Africa where he grew up
in a loving Christian home with a good network of friends and
family and he’s paid a big price to live here in Canada.

You see at age 15 Daniel made the difficult decision to leave
his father, his siblings and really his entire way of life behind to
seek a safer, more stable life in a country where he could pursue
his dream of becoming an automotive technician. This would
have been impossible in his homeland because all young men
are conscripted into the military at age 17 and most never get
out. On his journey, he was twice imprisoned for trying to leave
his country illegally and placed in an adult prison as a 15 year
old. On his third try, he got out and ended up in a refugee camp
in neighboring Sudan and eventually moved to the capital city
Khartoum where some in the population were hostile toward
him because he was a foreigner and a Christian. He was stolen
from and almost kidnapped on more than one occasion and not
knowing the language, he lived daily looking over his shoulder
wondering who might try to harm him next. Knowing that he
could now never return to his home country, he told me that it
was literally like losing his life.

By the time he made it to Canada last year, his journey had
taken almost five years of his young life. Now that he’s here
he tells me it’s like he’s been given his life back. Since arriving

in Canada, he’s reacquainted with his mother and older sister
who fled the same way several years earlier. He now has the
opportunity to make his dreams come true.

In July we Canadians celebrate our 150th birthday. As I look
at the world and the hardships many face in other countries,
I’m thankful to have been born in such a wonderful country.
I’m thankful that God has placed me in a position where I can
serve Canadian youth as well as newcomers like Daniel and
help make their dreams come true. Happy Birthday Canada…
I’m proud to call you home.

youth guidance
I’ve been meeting with a coach who is a technical trainer
from a local soccer club. We talk, share and encourage each
other; he tells me some of his coaching and training secrets
and we spend time in prayer. In one meeting that stands out,
he shared successes, challenges, struggles and a tragedy.
The tragedy is Ezzalddin, a 17 year old student whom we had
worked with, was murdered. I was taken back, shocked; I found
out that he was Calgary’s 27th homicide in 2016. This student
was one of ten students I had helped to get on his soccer team
in 2011. These students had their first team experience with him
and through his skills they made it to provincials where they
won the U14 championship.

This tragedy stands out because Ezzalddin was a very likable
student who was an incredibly gifted player with amazing ball
handling skills. He had all sorts of opportunities in soccer, as
well as opportunities to build relationships, values and character.
The potential was there, but there was another side to him that
limited him from moving into his potential: trauma, anger, not
listening or being a team player. The more I hear from this coach
about this student, the more I remembered hearing from other
students about the bad path that he was taking.

There was a battle going on for this life. I remember some of the
Bible stories and lessons that he had heard at Adullam Soccer.
I also remember my last encounter with him where he told me
that he had quit soccer and taken up dancing. I was confused,
he loved soccer. Now that Adullam Soccer in Falconridge is in

full swing I am reminded of Ezzalddin and how the inner man
directs the outer man. My goal is to lay foundations for faith and
develop the inner man. The kids that come to soccer get the ben-
efits of being loved and developing character. We are teaching
the students to T.H.I.N.K. which is an acronym for: is it truthful,
is it helpful, is it important, is it necessary, is it kind? For Adul-
lam Soccer this journey starts in 2 Samuel 23: 1-3 with King
David’s last word “to walk justly and in the fear of God”. Herein
lays a great foundation for faith and reason for Adullam Soccer.

youthunlimitedcalgary.ca

doug waugh
worth unlimited
program director

worth auto

Growing up in a violent and abusive home was
not easy. My story is not unlike some of the in-
credible youth I’ve gotten to know this past year.
By the age of 16, I had been raped multiple times
by a family member as well as a boyfriend. By 18
I was an alcoholic and addicted to marijuana and
crack cocaine. By 20 I had spent 5 years bounc-
ing around between Calgary’s shelter system and
my home. It felt like I had no future, no hope and
nothing to live for.

It was at this point I made a conscious decision
for change. I applied to Rocky Mountain College
and was accepted into the EDGE program. I had
no idea what I was getting myself into.

But that year was the year that God changed
my life and gave me a future and a hope. Today,
I have been sober for 2.5 years and clean for 4
years and this spring I graduated from Rocky
Mountain College.

My story is my own, but it is also a story that is
unfortunately all too familiar with those who I’ve
met during my ministry time at StreetLight. It

connected me to StreetLight and I couldn’t have
asked for a better practicum placement and op-
portunity to learn and impact others.
.
This past year I met countless young women who
are living stories just like mine – surviving in a
place where hope and future are seemingly out
of reach. What a privilege it is to walk alongside
these young women, because as they discover that
same hope I once found, we are witnessing trans-
formation.

s t r e e t l i g h t

bernie adam
youth guidance
program director
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