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Leading up to Connect Hockey Camp, one of the first things I do is book Jack Setter Hockey Arena with the Milligan Ogden 

Community Association and meet with the arena manager, Heather. While I was in the meeting with Heather, I asked if Eddie 

her son would be joining us again. Hesitantly, she said that she was not planning on it. Her son loves hockey but he is not a 

student who plays sports, he does have other special talents, like memorizing all sorts of hockey facts, statistics, etc. I asked 

her why he wouldn’t be attending? She shared with me how she had been told how Eddie had been correcting Jay’s hockey 

facts over the course of the week and suspected that this may have caused an offence. His mom believed it would be better 

if he did not come to camp.  I shared with her a statement that Jay said to me about her son that went something like this. “I 

love that boy, how he knows the facts and is always correcting me!” Jay said this with a smile and an affectionate laugh. Jay 

had a special place in his heart for Eddie. Tears of joy were in her eyes. Her son came to camp in the end, and I encouraged 

him to get a picture with Jay. Jay loves and enjoys students, and he clearly shared how Jesus is 1st in his life, above hockey. 

He shared that he trusts God to lead and direct his life, and that, by putting God 1st, it has led him to where he is now.    

 

Note from Eddie's Mom: "My son Eddie joined Bernie’s ball hockey camp again this summer and got his picture taken with Jay

Beagle.  He has been over the moon with excitement.  This pic is now his screen saver on every device he has, he has never 

been so proud of a picture! Thought I’d pass on his joy and gratitude to you all in this way. Eddie was diagnosed as 

moderate to severe on the Autism Spectrum when he was very young.  Despite a life of special programs and IPP’s, Eddie 

still struggles with interpersonal relationships and socially typical behaviour.  This pic has given him major bragging rights for 

the new school year, not to mention a bit of proof for the ‘bullies’ who didn’t believe him last year. This past year with MOCA 

has been a great learning experience for my family and I, in regard to community and specifically the value that community 

associations bring to their communities.  We want to thank you all sincerely for what you do for this community, we are 

personally humbled by your charitable donations, your time and your concern for those in the community. Thank you 

sincerely."  Heather Marie Inouye

YOUTH GUIDANCE BERNIE ADAM

 

 

StreetLight has designed Operation Backpack as a way for you

to become involved in creating a memorable Christmas for a

street kid, as well as assisting in meeting some of their basic

needs. 

 

Check online for a list of items and instructions on how to fill

a special backpack. Deadline is December 7. 

OPERATION BACKPACK

“DOES ANYONE NOTICE ME?” It’s the question thousands of

youth in CALGARY are asking today. Under what you see on the

outside, they harbor deep hurt and unanswered questions.

Many live without anyone in their lives telling them about Jesus. 

 

“I NOTICE YOU” is what Youth Unlimited staff and volunteers

say to every young person we meet. In schools, neighborhoods,

the streets and in many other locations, we actively pursue

youth searching for answers. Through relationship, we give

youth HOPE THAT SOMEONE CARES. Love and acceptance

open the door for us to share the life-giving message of Jesus

Christ. 

 

Alberta is still suffering through an economic downturn and we

are concerned about the future. Please continue to partner

with us during this time so we can provide the important work

of helping youth in need of caring adults. Our staff and

programs need your constant help. Remember, every penny

counts! 

 

Every gift allows us to continue spreading Christ’s message,

which is true, powerful, redemptive, courageous, and vital! We

commit to steward your trust and generosity, as we extend the

reach of the message of hope through Jesus. Thank you for your

partnership! 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GREG HUTCHINSON

www.youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/events
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MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP FORM.

NAME.___________________________________________________  PHONE._______________________________ 

 

ADDRESS.______________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                                                                                 

CITY/PROVINCE.____________________ POSTAL CODE. ______________  

 

EMAIL.______________________________________________________ 

     

     ONE TIME DONATION (CHEQUE ENCLOSED). 

     POST-DATED CHEQUES (ENCLOSED). 

     VISA OR MASTERCARD NUMBER. _____________________________________________   EXPIRY. ______________ 

     PRE-AUTHORIZED PAYMENT PLAN (VOID CHEQUE ENCLOSED OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION ABOVE) 

 

TOTAL PER MONTH.______________  MONTHLY TRANSFER DATE.          Ist         15th    STARTING MONTH. _______________ 

 

DESIGNATED TO (STAFF MEMBER OR PROGRAM NAME). ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

SIGNATURE. _______________________________________________ 

THANK YOU!

WWW.YOUTHUNLIMITEDCALGARY.CA

#15, 1725 30 AVENUE NE CALGARY, AB T2E 7P6   PH. 403.291.3179  1.888.753.8535  

EMAIL. CALGARY@YUCANADA.ORG  

Vancouver Canucks' Jay Beagal & Eddie



 

 

This summer has been an exciting and life-changing one for me. I became a

first-time mom. It’s been about two months now and everything I ever

thought I knew about parenthood was apparently wrong. Motherhood is

hard! Don’t get me wrong; I love being a mom more than I ever possibly

thought I could. However, it’s also considerably harder than I ever thought it

could be.  

 

I’m blessed enough to have a supportive husband, a supportive family, and a

fantastic community filled with friends, church family, and coworkers. Yet

motherhood is still hard. Some days, when it feels like I’m losing my sanity,

my patience has flown out the window, and I wonder how I’m going to make

it through, I remember that I have people in my life that are there to help

and support me.  

 

I’ve always been extremely passionate about Keramiko, but this new journey

has given me a new appreciation for the struggle that is faced by the young,

single moms that I’ve had the privilege of connecting with. They’re traveling

this journey with far less community than I am. They’re relying on people that

they don’t know well, or have never met, to fill needs that would normally be

filled by family, friends, and extended community.  

 

Over the past several months, I’ve met a few young moms who have further

opened my eyes to the needs present in our city. Two moms in particular

stand out. One is recovering from drug addiction, and Child and Family

Services is heavily involved in her life. She has a supportive family, but her

community ends there. The second mom is still in high school, is living in a

safe house for pregnant and parenting youth, and has limited resources and

community. Their stories are very different but they have one big thing in

common: they lack community.  

 

Our main goal at Keramiko is to build a supportive community environment

where moms can meet and do life together. We want to be community for

these young women and teach them how to be community for each other.

Life is better when we can do it together! I’m privileged to be able to

connect with these moms and I’m thrilled that I now have another way to

relate to them. I look forward to seeing this program unfold further and

seeing how God is going to work amongst us. 

K E R A M I K O KAIO ESAU

September means a new group of teenagers just became high school

seniors.  It wasn't even a day into school before I was hearing about the

upcoming stress of the next school year. Between classes, exams, projects,

sports, jobs, family, etc., grade 12 is constantly built up to be this intense

year with more pressure than anyone has ever faced.  

 

I spoke with one grade 12 student a few weeks ago about dropping one of

the many activities she has on her plate for the upcoming year.  She

acknowledged that this activity isn’t mandatory and she didn’t have much

fun being involved in it last year.  In fact, it was more time consuming and

stressful for her than she’d anticipated, and she wasn’t able to be involved in

other things she’d wanted to as a result.  Not to mention, even without this

activity, her schedule is packed. She’ll have free time as long as she never

sleeps.   We had a great conversation about how to add margin in our lives

and making space for the people and things we really need.  

 

Establishing margin in our lives isn’t as easy as it sounds. We’ve built so much

of our identity on how much we can juggle at once, and to give something

up is to be perceived as weaker or lazy. This was that grade 12’s fear – not

that she’d be giving up something she enjoyed, but that other people would

view her as a quitter. 

 

It’s wild to me that these are the messages that teenagers are sent, that

busyness equals value, and being constantly tired and over-caffeinated is

something to strive for.  I’m all for doing things to stay busy and be

productive, but hopefully never so much that it gets in the way of doing

things I love and need. That’s a tough lesson. I often find myself trying to

encourage my students to add margins and boundaries into their lives at the

same time I’m trying to learn that myself. But it’s so important that we keep

trying to remember that it matters who we are rather than just what we can

do. Students take on more now than I ever did, and I’m not convinced it’s

making them any better. It's making them more tired. So as best as we can,

even in the crazy seasons of life, encourage margin, boundaries and rest.

CAMPUS LIFE SARA WAGAR

 

 

Pumpkin spice is all around us. The leaves are turning bright yellows,

purples and reds, and the air smells crisp like fresh laundry. September

is upon us, and, like the changing of the leaves, it has marked the start

of something new and exciting in my life! For those of you who don’t

know me, my name is Carissa, and I have recently stepped into the role

of StreetLight Coordinator. 

 

As I sit here writing this, I am drinking a delicious cup of David’s Tea--

S’mores Chai (yes it’s as good as it sounds; no this is not an ad) and

thinking about the journey that brought me to StreetLight. I’ve always

had a passion for working with youth, especially those who are

marginalized. However, one story in particular stands out to me as I

reflect--Anne’s story. Anne was a fun-loving and empathetic 17 year old

when she was kicked out of her parents’ house for “using”. Prior to this

happening, Anne had answered an ad looking for someone to pet sit.

However, when she arrived she soon realized that the ad was a lie. This

sent her into a spiral of shame, drug use and exploitation. It wasn’t until

someone invited her to a drop-in night that she realized that Jesus was

the way to find true freedom. This community welcomed Anne with

open arms and showed her what it meant to be a child of God. A year

later, Anne gave her life over to the Lord and hasn’t looked back since.

This story is one of the many reasons I felt the Lord call me to be a part

of the StreetLight community.  

 

For the past few months while I’ve been fundraising in preparation of

coming on staff, I’ve had the opportunity to volunteer at StreetLight’s

drop-in. It has been such an honour getting to know both the youth and

our team members. We have an amazing and passionate team of

leaders whose desire to follow the calling the Lord has placed on their

lives is so inspiring. So I want to take this moment to thank each and

every one of you for being a part of this incredible community. For

believing in and supporting us. We could not do this without you! 

STREETLIGHT CARISSA LAWTON

 

 

It’s amazing how powerful an atmosphere of equality and acceptance, 

among other things, can be in building relationships. Not only do they seem 

to expedite safety within the relationship, but a deep trust can be 

established and allow for deep hurt, joys, dreams, troubles, or anything else 

within to be shared. 

 

I have seen this firsthand in our times on Tuesday afternoons doing Youth 

Alpha. Trent has particularly taken a liking to those times, because he loves 

to ask lots of questions and learn as much as he can. Trent has been on a 

journey of finding the truth, and, in his time with us, he has admitted that he 

believes there is “something” up/out there, but he doesn’t know exactly 

what, or who, that is. Sometimes we will spend 30 minutes on one question 

discussing together what we all think and our opinions about whatever 

question may have been brought up. If you’re unfamiliar with Alpha, it 

provides a facilitated space for conversation between people with differing 

opinions on life, spirituality, etc. It’s based on Christ, and explores subjects 

like “Is the Bible relevant today?”, “If you had 24 hours to do anything, what 

would you do?”, etc. 

 

Even though we have been exploring and discussing this material for the 

past 4-5 months, a question that was asked last week revealed a deep ache 

within Trent’s heart and, I’m sure, every person's on this planet. The 

question: “Assuming God is real, if you could ask Him one question, what 

would you ask?” Trent’s question was, “Do you actually forgive me…?” 

Looking back at that, I hear “Do you actually accept me?”, “Am I good 

enough?”, “Am I worth it?” What a profound insight into the heart of 

Trent and the hearts of our younger generations! God has a grip on this 

young man, and it’s exciting to see Trent push into these desires and 

questions in his heart and find the answers he so desperately seeks. As he 

continues to open his heart and mind and devote himself to discovering 

truth, God will give him the answers. 

WORTH AUTO ROMAN WIK

 We envision that as youth in Calgary experience God, His love, His truth, and His life-changing power, they will be 

transformed and will be a redemptive presence in our city and beyond. 

 

Our vision is to see transformed youth transforming this city, so that our impact will not end with the youth that we serve, but 

rather that it will continue to benefit the community as these youth become positive contributing members of society. 

OUR VISION OUR VISION. SIMPLY PUT.


