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INSIGHTSINSIGHTSINSIGHTSINSIGHTSINSIGHTSINSIGHTS
spring 2016

YU is looking to employ individuals who have a heart to reach youth with the Gospel of Jesus Christ in a youth 
ministry role. Our staff need to be interested in developing caring and fostering relationships with youth and 
assisting in developing their whole person (mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and spiritually).

Job Qualifi cations: 

Have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
Ability  to be an active youth worker
Feel they are called by God to a ministry of working with youth
Be able to be an active youth worker – connecting with youth, inviting them to events, 
building rapport with them. 
Able to provide a Christian role-model all with the intent of ministering to their needs 
and sharing about faith in Christ  
Team player
Ability to engage in partner development and raise personal fi nancial support (all ministry 
staff are required to raise 100% of their salary support)
Able to develop & maintain a prayer support team
Willing to be active in evangelism and discipleship 

Any individuals who fi t the description listed above are welcome to contact our offi ce and begin the application 
process: Apply online at youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/apply or contact: People & Program Development Director 
Maria Friesen at 403.869.2445 

visit: youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/join-our-team

david lister
bow valley

program director 

Meet David Lister. David is our Satellite Director for Bow Valley. David joined YU 
in 1987 in Surrey and a number of years ago, decided join the Greater Calgary team 
and settle into Canmore to further his legacy there.

David enjoys the outdoors and woodwork and teaches Taekwondo to kids to 
help build their confi dence and is dedicated to sharing the gospel of Christ. 

David is married to Wendy who also serves with him in ministry. This year 
they will celebrate their forty-third wedding anniversary! At a garage sale they 
were hosting, a young couple popped over and it was apparent that David and 
Wendy had both poured into their lives and made quite an impact. We know 
that because of the ministry happening in Canmore, many more lives will be 
impacted and so we are honoured to have the Listers on our team! 

To partner with David in his ministry, please use the form attached to this 
newsletter, call the number listed above or check out yu.donate.ca. 

“Does anyone notice me? It’s the 
question thousands of youth in 
Calgary are asking today. Under what you see 
on the outside, they harbour deep hurt and 
unanswered questions. Many live without 
anyone in their lives telling them about Jesus.

“I NOTICE YOU” is what Youth Unlimited staff 
and volunteers say to every young person we 
meet. In schools, neighbourhoods, the streets 
and in many other locations, we actively pursue 
youth searching for answers. Through relation-
ship, we give youth HOPE that someone cares. 
Love and acceptance open the door for us to 
share the life-giving message of Jesus Christ.

Alberta is suffering an economic downturn 
and we are concerned about the future. Please 
continue to partner with us during this time so we 
can provide the important work of helping youth 
who are in need of caring adults in their lives. 
Our staff and programs need your constant help. 

Every gift allows us to continue spreading 
Christ’s message, which is true, powerful, 
redemptive, courageous and vital! 

We commit to steward your trust and generosity 
as we extend the reach of the message of hope 
through Jesus. Thank you for your partnership!

from our executive director 

greg hutchinson
greater calgary

executive director The vision here at Youth Unlimited simply put is this: 

TRANSFORMED YOUTH TRANSFORMING OUR CITY. 
This is our end goal, our bottom line. We envision that young people in the Greater 
Calgary area, as they experience God, His love, His truth, and His life changing power 
will be transformed and will be a redemptive presence in our city and beyond.

We invite you to read the stories straight from the � eld and discover more about the 
work God is doing through our ministry team. We challenge you to ask God how you can 
become a part of changing the lives of youth, allowing God to use you and your resources 
to be a part of an incredible ministry and bringing youth to the knowledge of Christ!

worth auto
Impact. We all secretly, or openly, desire to make 
an impact with our lives. Youth Ministry, or even 
ministry in general, is no exception. I, like anyone 
else, fi nd myself becoming focused on making an 
impact and seeing the results of it, rather than the 
actual journey itself with the young guys I work 
with. Lenny is no exception. 

Lenny was in our program about 8 months ago and 
was your typical Worth kid; smoking weed, skip-
ping school, rebellious, arrogant- you get the pic-
ture. Within the few months that he was working 
alongside us, we got to learn a bit more about him, 
and speak into some areas in his life that seemed 
like good places to speak into. He had dreams and 
ambitions, but lacked motivation no matter how 
much I tried to encourage, share my own story, ex-
hort, etc. To be honest I got frustrated, I don’t like 
being defeated. Eventually, Lenny’s time with us 
came to an end.

Well, Lenny got back in touch with us a few months 
later and asked if he could come and spend some 
time at the shop as a volunteer; we were thrilled. 
When he came in for his fi rst day back we found out 
that he went back to school full time, and is planning 
to pursue an apprenticeship after he graduates. He’s 

doing well in school, and stopped the weed! He’s set 
to succeed, and we couldn’t be more proud of him. 

This was a lesson for me, in that I don’t need to 
worry about the outcome. I am only a PART of the 
process, and not THE process. That’s God’s posi-
tion, and I’m grateful for His work in these youth’s 
lives, and to have the privilege of working along-
side Him on the way!

donate a vehicle
Call 403.291.3179
to donate or to set up your 
next auto appointment

roman wik
worth unlimited 
service manager

$7500 Titanium Dinner Sponsor - be the one responsible for putting the steak on everyone’s plates! 
Includes, major signage in the banquet room & in the program, 4 golfers plus more! 
$6000 Platinum Tee Sponsors - includes 8 golfers and 8 dozen premium golf balls plus more! 
$3000 Gold Tee Sponsor - includes 4 golfers, signage on hole, banquet room & program.
$3000 Tungsten Cart sponsorship - includes company logo on all carts and one golfer. 
$2500 Silver Tee Sponsor - includes 2 golfers, signage on hole, banquet room & program.  
$1500 Bronze Tee Sponsor - signage on hole, banquet room & program.  
$425 per individual entry offered after May 6 pending availability.  Includes a $150 income tax receipt

invites you to our annual golf tournament held at the premier
Silver Springs Golf & Country Club

Thursday, June 2, 2016
shotgun start at 1.30pm 

youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/register   youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/golf

SOLD!

SOLD!

join our ministry team

staff highlight
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Contact Us : 1.888.753. 8575 or 403.291.3179

Over the past couple of months a highlight of my work week 
has been time spent at a Group Home.  I only stop by for two 
hours every second week but I have really enjoyed getting to 
know the students and staff there.  

In recent visits I have been able to share a little bit about my 
own life.  Since my father’s death I have come to realize more 
about how my past has shaped who I have become in both 
healthy and unhealthy ways.  I was also able to share with them 
some moments from the recent memorial of two teens that died 
unexpectedly.  It was very evident throughout their funeral 
service how deeply loved these young men were by their 
parents and all who knew them.  

They lived their lives to the fullest and in their short 17 years 
on this earth they demonstrated the love of God and their deep 
faith to all those they came in contact with.  

This opened the door to delve deeper into conversations about 
situations the boys in this Group home have found themselves 
in and decisions good or bad that they have made.  

We have also enjoyed team building activities such as “Balloon 
Stomp” and “Balloon Tower Building”.  These games are fun 
ways to be able to discuss strategies for problem solving, how 
to work best as a team and how to face seemingly impossible 
challenges in life.  If you are interested in getting involved in 
an amazing ministry such as this please feel free to contact me 
at Youth Unlimited.

bernie adam
youth guidance 

program director 

youth guidance

stree t l i gh t
I have been volunteering at StreetLight for close to 10 
years now.  At times people ask me why, especially 
since my job is as a child protection social worker.  
They ask how I have the energy to continue working 
with the same demographic of youth as I see through 
the day.  Well, the simple answer is I believe that God is 
calling me to do so and I am obeying.  I also thoroughly 
enjoy being there, having the chance to meet and spend 
time with each of our youth, hear their stories, celebrate 
in the successes and pray for them in their pain.  I also 
enjoy being on mission with the volunteers, no matter 
that we come from completely different career’s, back-
grounds, have different interests; yet we all have a com-
mon heart for the lost and broken.  

However, probably the biggest reason outside of the 
ones already mentioned is that I believe that the great-
est evil in the world is not what is done; it is what is 
not done. We each struggle with time constraints, not 
seeing, valuing, or even understanding how we can be 
part of the solution to that need, or even feeling over-
whelmed in the face of it.  How could the little we con-
tribute possibly be used to make a difference?  I am sure 
the little boy who brought 5 lives and 2 fi sh for lunch 
years ago to hear Jesus talk thought something similar 
when the disciples asked him for his lunch.  However, 
we serve a God who with a whisper brought the sun into 
being.  What matters is that we give what we have.  In 

God’s economy amazing things happen when we give 
what we have, combined with the correct motives in 
our heart, into his hands.  

I don’t change the whole world when I am at Street-
Light – none of us do.  What I do, what we all do is 
bring our little bit and give it to God, so that at least 
for the small amount of time we are with the youth, 
their world doesn’t seem so dark and alone.  From this, 
maybe, just maybe they will slow down enough to hear 
about a God that loves them beyond their wildest hopes 
and dreams!

sean johnson 
streetlight
volunteer 

carsta irs
Working with Youth Unlimited has given us an awe-
some opportunity to invest in the lives of the youth 
in the community through our CRASH center.

One particular youth who has continuously attended 
CRASH seems to have found his life passion, and we 
are very excited to watch him start his new journey. 

Even though he has already graduated, he still attends 
CRASH when he is in town, and he never hesitates to keep 
us updated.  His excitement is very encouraging to us, and 
we are all very proud to watch him persevere through it all.

We have now known him for 2 years and we have seen him 
taking the steps towards faith. Every once in a while he at-
tends our church, and is not afraid to ask questions about 
our faith. As leaders of CRASH we believe it is very impor-
tant to stand fi rm in our faith, and to love unconditionally. 
It is our prayer that our example and love for them will lead 
them to also want a relationship with Jesus. 

We feel honoured that God has blessed us with the privilege 
of being a light in our community; and for as long as God 
will allow, we will try to bless the lives of those who walk 
through our doors, both at the centre, and at our home.

Acts 26:18
Open the eyes of others and turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who 
are sanctifi ed by faith in him. 

sonya reimer
carstairs 

program director

From the moment the referee tossed the jump ball, 
the coach for the other team had things to say.  If 
you’ve ever watched any level of basketball, you’ll 
know that coaches pace the fl oor and often yell 
out instructions for their players or have conversa-
tions and arguments with the referee.  This coach 
did neither.  Instead he commented on the color of 
the uniforms, the weather, and how one of his play-
ers fi nally hit the elusive half court buzzer-beater.  

It was strange.  I’m not used to playing against coaches 
who don’t argue every single call made by a referee.  
I’m not used to coaching with other coaches who 
don’t argue every single call either.  At one point, 
I found myself just cheering this guy on, laughing 
along with his running commentary, and enjoying the 
lighter atmosphere of a high school tournament fi nal.  

Afterwards, he came over to me and another coach and 
thanked us for actually having a fun game with his girls.  
It was competitive and hard fought, but for the fi rst time, 
it seemed like no one on either side was frustrated by the 
outcome.  At one point, a girl from each team had col-
lided on the fl oor and instead of taking it as a personal 
attack (which they often do,) they both laughed at how 
they had tripped, helped each other up and shook it off. 

People smiled during a basketball game.  It was one of 
the weirdest moments I’ve had thus far while coaching.

Truthfully, that’s really sad.  At some point, we’ve put 
our focus completely on winning at all costs and we 
forgot that it’s just a game, and games are supposed to 
be fun.  If we expect our kids to have a good attitude, 
we need to model it fi rst.  It was refreshing to see that 
done well and a great reminder for moving forward.

sara wagar
campus life 

program director 

campus life


