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Just last week Youth Unlimited took part in a nationwide fundraiser 
called Coldest Night of the Year. Ten of my former street kids created 
a team on my behalf and together they fundraised for me as a way to 
give back. I felt so honoured and proud of them. Another one of my 
former kids wanted to share her story and once again, that moment you 
experience “your kids” giving back to the community, is incredible. It’s 
humbling to be a part of the transformation that takes place. It’s with 
your partnership that we even get to invest in the lives of kids like this 
so please, know how thankful we as staff are. Let me share Sara’s story:  

“I ended up on the street at the age of thirteen. Due to a father who 
went to jail for molesting children and a mother who wanted nothing to 
do with me. I spent a couple years staying at friend’s houses. Eventually 
I ran out of places to stay. That’s when I ended up living on the streets. 
I was in pretty rough shape physically and mentally. Ended up at a 
young age with a drug and alcohol problem. Felt like there were very 
few, if any, people in the world I could trust. I also felt like I was wan-
dering through life just biding my time until death. I had to grow up 
really fast, learning how to take care of myself through trial and error.  

Sleeping on rooftops, in stairwells, parks, abandoned buildings, un-
der bridges, really anywhere I could find a little hiding spot. The 
worst were the winters. Finding places to sleep that are warm is 
very difficult, sometimes impossible. Sometimes going days with-
out sleep because you can’t find anywhere you’re not getting kicked 
out of. Pulling all-nighters in coffee shops became a regular thing.  

Being a female on the streets I had to learn to be tough quick. Girls 
get taken advantage of very quickly unless they can stick up for 
themselves and hold their own. Luckily that wasn’t a problem for me.  

Death is another thing you have to learn to live with. I had to watch 
a lot of people around me die. Whether it was drug overdoses, sui-
cide or murder, it became part of my reality. It really was a very jad-
ed existence. I think I was fifteen the first time I went to a program 
run by Youth Unlimited. A friend of mine brought me there. They 
told me they had pretty good food so I went there for a free meal, 
but what I found was salvation. A literal light in the darkness. The 

people there taught me that it is possible to love and trust without 
ulterior motives. The love and support I found amongst the staff got 
me through some of the toughest and worst times of my life. To this 
day I still feel like Maria, along with all of the other volunteers, are the 
reason I am still alive today. Knowing there are people who genuine-
ly care about you goes a long way when you’re in a very dark place.  

I spent 13 years of my life on the streets. Experienced things most 
people will only ever see in movies. Spent a lot of years traveling back 
and forth across the country hitchhiking and riding freight trains. Just 
trying to find myself, or maybe I was running from my past, still not 
too sure about that one. But every time I was in Calgary I made sure to 
stop by and connect again with those who were a part of that journey. 

 I have come a long way since then. I have built myself a wonderful life. 
I am now 37 and am the owner-operator of a drywall company. I’m my 
own boss so I have all the freedom I could ever ask for. I also own two 
houses in two different provinces. So never again will I not have some-
where to go. No matter how much my life has changed, one thing is for 
sure, Maria and the team at Youth Unlimited helped save my life.” 

maria friesen
people & program 

development director 

INSIGHTS     

    Annual Golf Tournament  
    Silver Springs Golf & Country Club

    Thur. June 14. 2018
$7500 Titanium Dinner Sponsor - be the one responsible for the steak!
Includes major signage in the banquet room & in the program, 4 golfers.�
$6000 Platinum Tee Sponsors - 8 golfers and 8 dozen premium golf balls 
$3000 Gold Tee Sponsor - 4 golfers, signage on hole, banquet room & program.�
$3000 Tungsten Cart Sponsorship - company logo on all carts and one golfer.� 
$2500 Silver Tee Sponsor - 2 golfers, signage on hole, banquet room & program.� 
 $1500 Bronze Tee Sponsor - signage on hole, banquet room & program.�
 $425 per individual entry offered after May 5 pending availability.� 

YUGOLF.CA

MATCHING FUNDS OPPORTUNITY! 
Want to increase your giving potential? Whether you give monthly or one 
time, your donation will be matched by Shaw Charity up to 50%! 
Check out www. shawcharityclassic.com/donatenow and select 
“YOUTH UNLIMITED” as your charity!
Be sure to let our office know so that we can track your donation. 

Spring 2018



y o u t h u n l i m i t e d c a l g a r y. c a

youth guidance
It is Monday, October 2 and there is a blizzard out-
side. The temperature is dropping rapidly, the wind 
is fierce, the roads are icy and snow is piling up and 
tomorrow is a special day for Adullam’s soccer. It’s 
our Soccer Wrap Up party. I’ve been letting kids 
know about this event for weeks and it’s an event 
the students look forward to. Last year we served 
70 chicken burgers, plus at least that many hot dogs 
and students talked about this event throughout the 
year. It was a night that many regulars showed up 
as well as many new students. Many of them kept 
coming back during the next soccer season. Looking 
at the stormy weather I realize the damper weather 
would create for this year’s party and I anticipate low 
attendance. 

Oct 3 comes and I’m so thankful that for plus 5-de-
gree weather and that the wind is not blowing like 
the prior day. The snow on the ground melted, I 
think due to the wind and warmth still in the ground. 
I come prepared and bring a gazebo and hang a tarp 
on two sides to provide a windbreak. I also bring 
five warm sleeping bags (and a blanket) that I zip 
together to create two long sleeping bags. The chil-
dren come early, eager to help with preparations. 
We start serving food around 5 p.m. and they find 
refuge from the weather under the sleeping bags. 
Many students are ill-prepared for a change in the 
weather. 

I have planned a meal, games, prizes and a gift for 
over 70 students. In spite of the cold stormy weath-
er on the previous day, we still had 35 plus students 
attend. Many regular students didn’t make it. This is 

the first year that in the midst of our Wrap Up Party 
time was found not just to tell one Bible story, but 
still I was able to string them all together and share 
a much bigger story, giving them a glimpse of how 
they all fit together to form a bigger story of God’s 
great big love for them. 

Wrapping up the season well is important to par-
ents, the students and me. Adullam is still continuing 
on with the students in an afterschool club, which 
has been a good way for us to continue to love these 
students and let them know we care for them rela-
tionally. The location is small, but warm and every 
week students still come out to join us and to have 
fun, enjoy a snack together and, of course, hear from 
a book that tells the greatest love story ever written 
and told. 

Thanks for your continued prayer support. It makes 
a difference through all the seasons. God bless.

kevin hoffman
youth guidance 
volunteer

ivy friesen
streetlight

advocate against 
human trafficking

and prostitution 

worth auto

roman wik
worth auto
service mechanic

Earlier this week, while assisting Daniel with 
detailing a vehicle, I came across some change 
and gave it to him, which isn’t anything new 
when detailing donated vehicles. The rule is, 
whoever is doing the safety and detail gets the 
change. 

Daniel took it and carried on. I pop up a few 
seconds later and see him putting it into what 
looked like a communal change pot in Roger’s 
toolbox. So I jokingly asked the kids about this 
and their response took me by surprise. They 
said they were giving the money they found 
to Korby (another youth in our program). So I 
asked why, and they said, “Because he doesn’t 
get paid here”. 

In the three years at Worth, I had never seen 
or witnessed this act before! It’s amazing what 
community can do, and when “common uni-
ty” is achieved in a group of people, amazing 
things happen. 

Take these young men - the bond they have 
formed over the year and a bit together has 
developed into a brotherhood, where they 
look out for each other. Whether that be so-
cially, spiritually, or financially. Not that Korby 
needs the money, but they saw an opportunity 
to serve their friend, and maintain that com-
mon unity among them.

This isn’t something you would have seen 
when they first came into Worth, or even in the 
first 6 months. God is doing amazing things in 
the hearts of these young men, and they will 
be catalysts in His kingdom!

We all like to see progress happen quickly.  I like to think I’m a patient 
person, but the reality is that when I want something, I tend to want 
it right now.  My impatience becomes evident when I’m involved with 
sports teams and coaching high school girls.  

It’s frustrating when I don’t see the results that I want to see.  It’s frus-
trating to spend hours with a girl going over her basketball shot, only 
to see her revert back to improper form and technique the next day.  
It’s even more frustrating when you’ve been teaching these skills for 
multiple years and the girls aren’t making any progress.  

A friend told me that change happens when you apply gentle pressure 
over time.  Sometimes we need to just back off from expecting every-
thing to move forward right away, and we need to understand that 
until a person’s mindset changes, their behavior and actions won’t be 
any different.  

However, when that mindset does change and a person wants to do 
something different, change can happen quickly. 

One of my seniors was seeing less playing time than she’d like be-
cause we had asked her to work on her shot and she didn’t seem too 
interested in doing that.  So she sat on the bench.  Once she realized 

she didn’t like watching everyone else play, she got to work and made 
the changes she needed to make.  It took nearly three years to change 
a behavior, but she’s done it and the results are positive. 

It’s not always as simple as benching someone, but it’s important to 
remember that we don’t all move at the same speed.  The important 
thing is that we continue to move forward over time.  

campus life

streetlight
Mary has been coming to our mobile drop-in for 
a few years now. She is a calm character, a private 
person and a joy to have at the drop-in. Mary in-
cludes others, she’s observant, laid back and she’s 
accepting of others. 

Recently StreetLight launched a mentorship pro-
gram called Reach which will help the youth inten-
tionally work on goals so that later in the program 
they can start volunteering and building into other 
youth. Mary asked me to be her mentor through 
this program. What an honour it has been to start 
this journey with her! 

Together, Mary and I are working on better com-
munication with her family, becoming more aware 
of and accepting her core identity, and being able 
to make big decisions in a healthy and confident 
way. Mary has goals of going to university, get-
ting married, finding a church family and becom-
ing self-sufficient (not needing social assistance). 
She is already in process of realizing some of those 
dreams which is exciting. 

Mary has registered for upgrading her courses so 
that she can get accepted into university. She and 
her boyfriend have been talking about a marriage 

date. Mary has been checking out a church with 
one of our staff members. She is also in a hous-
ing program for the time being but would like to 
get a job and finish school so that she can live in-
dependently. I have full faith in Mary’s ability to 
achieve her goals both in the Reach program and 
her other personal goals because of her desire to 
grow and succeed.

 I enjoy getting to know Mary better and am hum-
bled by her life challenges. It is my hope that as 
we continue our mentorship journey, she will blos-
som into a confident, healthy woman who will, in 
return, build into other youth with the wisdom she 
gains.

Did you know that in the 1940’s, Youth For Christ began and the first full-time worker was 
Billy Graham? Today Youth For Christ/Youth Unlimited is in 100 nations with over 10,000 
full-time, part-time and volunteer workers. 

Did you know that our staff are raising their own financial support to do the work God has 
called them into? As missionaries, our staff connect with people like you and ask you to  

 
 
 
journey with them as they help youth. We call these people who give our partners and since  
we value them so much we share on a regular basis what God is doing with the youth we 
serve. 

Did you know that our staff and volunteers are committed to helping youth discover the 
importance of a walk with Christ? I am sure you knew that but our staff and volunteers are 
helping in many other ways. Some ways they help include:  finding housing, finding employ-
ment, teaching job skills, running mentorship programs, finding resources for teen moms, 
coaching sports teams, offering sporting camps at little or no cost to low-income families, 
and so much more.

Did you know that our board of directors are passionate about this ministry? We have great 
business leaders that serve this ministry, ensuring that we are fiscally responsible and plan-
ning for the future.  They also do their part in fundraising, volunteering and being ambas-
sadors for Youth Unlimited. We currently have 9 board members on our team. 
Did you know that YOU are extremely important to us? You can become a financial partner, 
volunteer your time by serving in your passions or be a prayer warrior for our youth. 

greg hutchinson
greater calgary
executive director

sara wagar
campus life 
program director 

from our executive director


