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YU is looking to employ individuals who have a heart to reach youth with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in a youth ministry role. To � nd out more, we invite you to 
contact our o�  ce and begin the application process: 
Apply online at youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/apply 
or contact: People & Program Development Director Maria Friesen at 403.869.2445 

TRANSFORMED YOUTH TRANSFORMING OUR CITY. 
This is our end goal, our bottom line. We envision that young people in the Greater Calgary area, as they experience God, His love, 
His truth, and His life changing power will be transformed and will be a redemptive presence in our city and beyond.

We invite you to read the stories straight from the � eld and discover more about the work God is doing through our 
ministry team. We challenge you to ask God how you can become a part of changing the lives of youth, allowing God to use you 
and your resources to be a part of an incredible ministry and bringing youth to the knowledge of Christ!

join our ministry team

INSIGHTS

c a r s t a i r s
This has been an extremely diffi cult 
time for me as I have lost a very im-
portant person in my life, my grand-
father. He was always the anchor to 
our family. He taught us what fami-
ly is and how we should act towards 
not only family, but every person 
we meet. He taught us to always 
show genuine interest and kindness 
towards people in general. He actu-
ally modelled what Christ would be 
like towards people. He helped me 
to see that the less fortunate need to 
be helped, loved and respected no 
matter what. 

During this time I have been refl ect-
ing about my ministry and the youth 
that I work with. As I ponder how 
lucky I was to have someone love 
and care about me, I know that this 
is not the case with many unfortu-
nate youth who have not been as 
lucky to have someone love them 
in this way. So my prayer is that I 
could be someone who would not 
only model this kind of love to 
those who do not have it, but to ac-
tually do what I have been taught all 
my life  and put these tools to  work. 
It breaks my heart to see the youth 
of today seem so lost. Some come 
from dysfunctional families and 
some don’t, but they are just lost.  
I am very thankful God has given 
me the opportunity to walk through 

trials with these kids and allow me 
to show God’s love. Working with 
Youth Unlimited has given me an 
awesome opportunity to invest in 
the lives of the youth in the com-
munity through our CRASH center.

It is my prayer that I can show the 
unconditional love of Christ to each 
and every child that God gives me 
the opportunity to get to know.

For we are God’s handiwork, creat-
ed in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. Ephesians 2:10.

sonya reimer
carstairs 

program director

About a month ago, I had a conver-
sation with a ten-year-old girl on my 
softball team.  She was terrifi ed of 
getting hit by the pitch while she was 
batting, so she was constantly jump-
ing out of the way.  This strategy, 
while effective in helping you avoid 
the ball, will never result in getting a 
hit of your own.  So we had a chat.

I’ve never coached this particular 
girl before so I was hoping a quick 
conversation would change her be-
havior, and then I could revel in an-
other brilliant coaching moment.

It didn’t work.  She continued to 
jump out of the way.  Finally, frus-
trated that she wouldn’t listen to 
me, I decided to just lay it out for 
her – yes, she might get hit at some 
point.  It probably won’t happen 
right away, but some day it might.

Of course, the very next pitch hit 
her.  It hadn’t been a very hard throw 
so she took a few minutes and then 
went on with the game.  When I 
caught up with her shortly after, 
she was quick to remind me that I’d 
said she probably wouldn’t get hit.  

She had me and she knew it.  I just 
laughed with her and made some com-
ment about how she’s the exception.

She’s not scared of the ball anymore 
and she wants a bigger challenge 
thrown at her every time we practice. 
A month ago she was terrifi ed, but 
now she’s bold, and I had nothing to 
do with it.  In fact, I’d tried to soften 
the truth for her and it backfi red on me 
and she learned things in her own way.

I love when my girls grow in confi -
dence and learn they can handle big-
ger risks.  I love coaching because it 
gives an opportunity to learn skills 
that can transfer to other parts of our 
lives.  And I really love how this girl 
plans on hitting the ball better than 
I can by the time the season ends.  

sara wagar
campus life 

program director 

campus life
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Yes, I want to support the ministry of Youth Unlimited!

Here at Youth Unlimited, we are excited to have three summer students 
engaged in our ministries. Zach Hair, Cam Hutchinson and Emily Hol-
loway will be helping us this summer. Zach is here for his second sum-
mer and will be working with StreetLight. Zach has almost competed his 
ministry degree from Ambrose University.  Cam Hutchinson (yes, my son) 
has just fi nished his second year of education at Ambrose University and 
will be working in all of our programs - supporting staff and volunteers in 
their work with youth. Emily Holloway is a student at Mount Royal and 
is excited to be with us. Emily will be working on writing grants for our 
ministries here. Student grants from the government have made this pos-
sible, and we look forward to having them with us as we spend the summer 
continuing to reach out to the youth that God has entrusted in our care.  

So far 2016 has been a very challenging year for Albertans. With the drop in 
oil prices and now the disaster in Fort McMurray, it has been diffi cult for all of 
us. Youth Unlimited Calgary has been affected by the downturn in the econ-
omy by way of donations. I have sat in offi ces and coffee shops - listening and 
praying for many people who are experiencing diffi culties in their business. 

As you are reading this we hope you see value in what we are 
doing and pray that today you would consider starting to support us 
or increasing your support. The youth we serve are our priority. We 
pray we will not need to consider any form of cutback that might af-
fect our service to them. Please pray and process how you can support 
a staff member or the general operations of Youth Unlimited Calgary.

If you have any questions or want to know more about what we do…. 
please do not hesitate to call me or one of our team members. We con-
sider it a privilege to share the work that God has called us into!

from our executive director 

greg hutchinson
greater calgary

executive director

Meet our summer sta� : Zach Hair, Cam Hutchinson, Emily Holloway

Sign Up For Your Digital Tax Receipt! 
Come 2017, Youth Unlimited Calgary will be able 
to email tax receipts. Please contact our o�  ce at 
403.291.3179 or email us directly at 

calgary@yfccanada.org 
with your preferred email address and we will 
set you up for a secured access pass to your giving 
receipts!  

------  clip this portion and mail in  ------------------------------------------------------------

The vision here at Youth Unlimited simply put is this: 



Contact Us: 1.888.753.8575 or 403.291.3179

On April 4th I travelled to Vancouver to for an Uncle’s funeral.  As I was 
getting ready to go into the funeral service I received a text from a former 
Youth Guidance student with the news that Alex, a former student of YG, 
had overdosed and was on life support.  I had spoke with him just days 
before and was planning on meeting with him when I returned.  He had 
been going through struggles and I was hoping to share some things with 
him that I have been learning in my life. I tried to fi gure out how I could 
get back before he passed away but nothing worked out.  As I was return-
ing home, I got the news that he’d been taken off life support. The next 
morning when I called his brother with the intention of expressing my 
condolences, he informed me that he was at the hospital with his brother. 
It was a privilege to be with Alex during his last hours of life.  I was able 
to pray, read scripture, and bless Alex before he died and be there with his 
family as they went through this diffi cult time.  

Over the years this family has been on a journey to health and faith in 
Christ. This journey began with Alex and his brother becoming Christians, 
followed by Mom.  His funeral was a celebration of hope.  Mom chose 
a song that spoke of the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus began His 
journey to the cross.   I was given the privilege of sharing at the funeral.  I 
spoke about the gift of eternal life that was given to Alex when he became 
a Christian.  He tangibly felt God’s forgiveness, as God took the sin and 
fi lth away, leaving him feeling clean.  This gift of eternal life never ever 
left Alex.  Even when he was down or angry at God, that gift always re-
mained. I shared Luke 19:10 “For the Son of man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost”.  Jesus sought what is lost and moves us from 
death into life.  

The Pastor also spoke about salvation and many who came without hope 
and in grief at his loss, heard a message of hope and salvation.  It is  Alex’s 
Mom’s desire that his story be shared with the hope that others who strug-
gle with addictions would be able to fi nd freedom from their addictions, 
before it is too late.

youth guidance

bernie adam
youth guidance 

program director 

streetlight
I believe that to inspire hope is perhaps 
one of the greatest charges to our gen-
erations today.  As the world has grown 
smaller, our exposure to the challenges 
faced across the world only grows.  At 
StreetLight we have the opportunity 
to connect with an incredible group of 
teens and young adults who are fac-
ing so many of these challenges we 
see across the country and the world.  
Housing and food insecurities, unem-
ployment and the challenges of a living 
wage, abuse, addictions and traffi cking 
are all prevalent in the StreetLight com-
munity.  

We are aware that each day our Street-
Light team has the opportunity to share 
a message of hope with each of the 
youth we connect with.  Not only do 
we get the chance to journey with youth 
as they dare to speak their hopes and 
dreams for a future, we have the op-
portunity to walk out discipleship and 
model what healthy lifestyles and rela-
tionships look like.  Our team members 
go from their day jobs as teachers, so-
cial workers, students, engineers, labor-
ers, dispatchers, nurses, and so many 
more occupations, to work with the 

StreetLight team each week because 
they see the value and worth in each of 
the youth at StreetLight.  

Today we celebrate our incredible 
team.  Through their skills, determina-
tion and investment; one can’t help but 
be drawn to the hope we all share.  As 
our paths merge each week, a commu-
nity comes together, and our team goes 
out as an extension of each of you who 
pray and partner with us.  Because of 
this, hope blossoms into dreams and 
potential is fulfi lled, marking an incred-
ible journey of transformation.

allan peters
streetlight

program director 

“Hey, can I take the next month off, 
and I need to leave tomorrow morn-
ing?” An unusual request, to say 
the least. This was one of our youth 
workers who began nine years ago 
as a Worth kid, whom we hired back 
as a mechanic several months ago. 
Normally, if someone asked some-
thing like that I’d be tempted to tell 
him go ahead - but don’t expect to be 
working here when you come back. 
But this request was different. As 
spontaneous as it was, I wanted to 
see him broaden his horizons and go 
on a bit of an adventure. He had the 
opportunity to help out in Fort Mc-
Murray doing clean up and was so 
excited to be able to pitch in. Even 
before this opportunity presented it-
self, he was talking about wanting to 
help out by collecting camping sup-
plies and whatever else he could fi nd 
and taking it all up North, to help the 
displaced people of Fort Mac.

This is a young man who began his 
life journey in very diffi cult circum-
stances but despite this, he’s been 
an overcomer and faces life each 
day with more enthusiasm than 
most people. His desire to give back 
and help people wherever he can is 
amazing. Each summer for the past 8 
years he’s given countless weekends 
to the Passion Play in Drumheller 
and this summer might be the fi rst 
time in years that he’ll miss it. Not 
because he’s tired of it, but because 
he’s helping somewhere else. He 
gives to everyone he knows. I know 
that anytime if I ever need some bull 
work done I can ask Dustin; it’s just 

the kind of guy he is, always want-
ing to give, always wanting to help. 

Sometimes when I fi nd myself get-
ting discouraged with life and min-
istry I really don’t have to look very 
hard to fi nd my inspiration. This 
young man who came to us several 
years ago as a hyperactive 17 year 
old is now growing into a mature 
adult who will be taking another 
big life step this summer as he gets 
married. Thank you Dustin for being 
you; God is leading you and you’re 
a special man.

worth auto

donate a vehicle
Call 403.291.3179 
to donate or to set up your next 
auto appointment

doug waugh
worth unlimited 

program director 

bow valley
I hoist the canoe over my head and 
let the yoke rest down upon my 
shoulders. Then I walk hesitantly 
down the steep gravel trail to the 
lake shore; while the young man I 
mentor walks behind with arms full 
of fi shing rods, tackle boxes and 
life jackets and canoe paddles. We 
set the canoe in the water and after 
loading the gear we paddle out on 
to the lake.

One teen boy from the local high 
school and myself in the quiet of 
creation. Conversation deals with 
fi shing mostly as “Jonas” knows 
this lake and has fi shed here often. 
A little conversation pops up now 
and then on other topics during the 
afternoon.

I intentionally ask about prayer and 
what he thinks. His family are not 
religious is how he responds. In 
fact he does not even think that his 
grandparents had any religion. We 
continue to share and as usual here 
is another open mission fi eld to 
work in. Being at least three gener-
ations removed from any possible 
Bible teaching his only knowledge 
is from movies, TV, and his peer’s 

comments. There is a lot of room 
for misunderstanding of the Gospel 
when these are your only source of 
information.

Please join us in prayer for; clear 
communication, an openness to 
learn, a curiosity, a hunger and 
that teens like “Jonas” would ac-
cept Christ. Let us join together 
in prayer that Youth Unlimited in 
following the Spirit’s leading may 
assist teens journey closer to and 
deeper in obedience to Jesus. 

david lister
bow valley

program director 


