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DONATE TODAY @ YUDONATE.CA
MATCHING FUNDS OPPORTUNITY! 
Want to increase your giving potential? Whether you give monthly or one 
time, your donation will be matched by Shaw Charity up to 50%! 
Check out www. shawcharityclassic.com/donatenow and select 
“YOUTH UNLIMITED” as your charity!
Be sure to let our offi ce know so that we can track your donation. 

Our mission at YU Calgary is to invest in the lives of youth by provid-
ing Holistic Care, Mentoring Relationships, Safe Communities and Op-
portunities to Give Back. Giving Back- is the cornerstone of the work 
we do. As youth in our programs come to fi nd a sense of belonging, 
discover who they are, and experience the richness of community, our 
desire is for them to start recognizing their gifts and begin to use them 
to help others, just as they’ve been helped. 

By teaching youth to give back we envision not just transformation of 
young lives but transformation of our community. We hope that as you 
read these stories about the importance of giving back, you will see-
how valuable your giving has been in enabling youth to serve those in 
need and help give life to others. 

We are in an exciting time at YU Calgary as we are launching Keramiko 
soon. It is a program that will work with young moms who do not have 
a support system. We also plan to have at least 3 new staff starting in 
September. We are blessed to continue to grow our team. Thank you 
for your partnership as every penny counts with our ministry to youth. 

greg hutchinson
greater calgary
executive director

from our executive director

Youth Unlimited is excited to introduce a new program, Keramiko! Keramiko is committed to providing hope, encouragement, and support 
for pregnant and parenting youth in Calgary. Our goal is to provide mentorship, to help bridge some gaps in programming already offered 
in Calgary, and to offer hope and guidance in the lives of young moms. Keramiko is here to help build community amongst teen moms so 
that life and learning can be done together rather than alone. 

Calgary is rich with resources when it comes to resources for young moms, but there doesn’t seem to be a program that is mentoring these 
girls or that helps bridge any gaps along the way. Agencies that are geared towards expectant or young moms, are thrilled to partner with 
us! Another big need that has been brought to our attention, is the need for someone to come alongside a young mom as she faces things 
like court in regard to custody etc. This is where we will come in.

Keramiko is a Greek word meaning “made of clay”, and the name symbolizes that we believe we are all made of the Potter’s clay, formed 
in His image. This goes for the moms, the children, the mentors, and the staff who run this program - we are all equal in His eyes, and as a 
community, being formed into something beautiful - together.

One thing that we see as being so key to any of our success is the aspect of community -- creating a healthy and nurturing community where 
young people not only have someone to do life with but a place where they belong and know that they are valued. Coming alongside them 
as they parent, as they face having a child apprehended, as they consider releasing a child for adoption or the many difference scenarios an 
expectant or young mom might face, Keramiko aims to share the gift of hope.

We would like to welcome Kaio Esau as our Keramiko Director! Kaio just began her ministry with us this Spring and will be working on the 
foundation aspects of this new initiative.  
 
For more information on how to join in  with this ministry, check out: www.youthunlimitedcalgary/keramiko
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youth guidance
At Adullam Soccer, We have fun playing games with students all year 
round, and the kids love this.  Most weeks we have a hard time ending 
the program on time, and we typically end up going late. The reason for 
this is that have such a hard time saying no to the kids when they ask and 
beg to play one more round of a game they are playing. One parent com-
mented to me that her kids look forward to coming each week and that 
our program is the highlight of their week.
 
Her words were a perspective changer for me, because each week we 
(volunteers & I) struggle engaging her youngest son Salim.  He is our 
most challenging student. He’s disruptive, fools around, doesn’t listen 
and then needs extra help and often fi nds life unfair when he loses.  

We recently had a number of challenging weeks with him and as a team 
discussed his behaviour and began looking not just how he affects the 
other students but how we can support him beyond our club. Our team 
came up with some great steps that include mentoring. I took time to 
explain to his mom and him that this behaviour is not acceptable, and, 
as much as we like him, his behaviour can’t continue and if it does he will 
face a consequence of not joining us for the following week. 

This chat seems to have helped him.  We see leadership in this student 
and potential. I see how he thrives when we play games like rock-paper-

scissors and recognise his need for positive 1-on-1 interaction.  
Outdoor soccer season is upon Adullam, and the number of students 
and volunteers is larger. Now we have not just one Salim but a number 
of other students who need personal interactive support, as well as many 
other students who need to feel valued. The opportunity is in front of us 
to continue to love these students through the message of God’s love, 
in word and in deed.

bernie adam
youth guidance 
director

worth auto
Flash back to 2008. A concerned mom calls me on the phone, thinking she’s losing her little 
boy to a group of thugs. I arranged to meet her and her son to see if he’d be a good fi t for our 
program. Andy was just 15, not in school and not working. He was quite small for his age, but 
what he lacked in physical size, he tried to make up with bravado...  Andy had some brushes with 
the law but nothing too serious at that time, and he showed interest in working on cars and was 
willing to give the Worth Auto program a try.

Over the next few months Andy started to unwind a bit and lower his guard from time to time. 
He’d heard my testimony and those of the other staff and volunteers, and he’d heard the gospel 
message presented. At times it seemed like he was so close to opening his heart and letting 
Christ’s love fl ow in, but every time we’d see a glimmer of something he’d slip back into his hard 
shell. Eventually he grew tired of our program and started missing days. The days turned into 
weeks, and before long, he was gone. 

Over the years we’ve continued to hear from Andy. Every so often he drops by the shop with 
new stories to tell of his latest exploits and how he almost got caught doing this or that, and 
it seems like he’s not making much, if any, progress in his life. There was even a phone call one 
day when he told me about his encounter with Jesus at a large youth event hosted by the Billy 
Graham Association. Unfortunately for Andy, the trappings of the world have brought him to a 
place where he’s just a shadow of the young person who once had so much potential. But, his 
story is far from over. I can’t help but believe that the reason he keeps coming back is he’s thirsty 
for what he knows will eventually satisfy that longing he feels. 

There have been many Andy’s throughout the years at Worth Auto and many who have heard 
God’s voice and responded. For all those who still fi ght the battles, we continue to pray and trust 
God for His  perfect timing in their lives and we trust that His word will not return to Him empty 
but will accomplish what He desires and achieve the purpose for which He sent it. (Isaiah 55: 11) 

There’s something bittersweet about the end of a school year.  On one 
hand, there’s nicer weather and a two-month break – but on the other 
hand, a handful of girls I’ve spent the last 3 years with are graduating and 
moving onto the next phase of their lives.

I’m convinced the stress of fi nishing with above-average grades, getting 
into the post-secondary program you want, and managing all the things 
outside of high school are considerably more stressful than they were a 
handful of years ago when I went through it.  The grade requirements 
to get into university programs are higher than it used to be, and the 
competition is greater as well.  It all combines to make grade 12 a fairly 
intense year. 

My high school graduation photo is still in the hallway at my school, and 
my girls joke about the hemp necklace I wore and the blonde highlights 
that were a bit more in style back then, and I joke back that someday 
they’ll look back on the graduation photos they’re about to take and 
wonder the same thing about themselves.  It happens to all of us – the 
hairstyles and glasses and outfi t choices we choose today may not be our 
fi rst choice twenty years from now.   

Regardless of how the photos may turn out or how the biggest deci-
sions of their lives are likely still yet to come, it’s also important to re-
mind our grads of what they’ve accomplished simply by getting to this 
point.  Twelve consecutive years in school is a very big deal.  In the past 
year alone, seniors have experienced more homework, harder exams, 
more extra-curricular assignments and volunteer hours, school sports, 
and a multitude of other things, and they’re still only teenagers.  They’ve 
worked hard to get to this point.  If you know someone graduating this 
month, please congratulate them.  The pictures may one day be funny to 
look at, but the milestone is remarkable.  

campus life

streetlight
The other day it was my wife and I’s birthday. We re-
ceived gifts, Facebook posts and phone calls from var-
ious people who are part of our lives. It made us feel 
special. It also got me thinking about the fact that at 
one point of our lives, our birth, the very introduction 
into this world is celebrated. And every year ongoing! 
In fact, did you know that “Happy Birthday to you” is 
the most commonly sung song on the entire planet? 
That’s regardless of country, race, and religion.

I wonder why that feeling of worth changes for some 
people though. I had the pleasure of having cof-
fee with two different youth who started coming to 
StreetLight, and their stories are very similar to a lot 
of the different youth we see walk through our trailer 
doors. Both have been told by their parents or family 
that they were no longer worth the love and effort 
that they once had been shown and promised. Both 
of these youths were told to leave their home and 
families before reaching the age of 18. 

If you were to step into their shoes for a moment I 
imagine that you would feel like you were a mistake, 
that you were worthless. Perhaps you would feel very 

alone and abandoned to the world. Maybe after all 
that you might even convince yourself that you are 
unlovable.

Fred Rogers the host of: Mr. Rogers Neighbourhood 
Television show said, “People are defi ned by love, or 
by the lack of it”. Unfortunately, at StreetLight with 
the youth we encounter, it is usually the latter. For-
tunately, because of the partnership we receive, the 
prayers, and the fi nancial support, we, along with 
Jesus, get the opportunity to redefi ne and hopefully 
restore that value and possibly even those relation-
ships. on a weekly ongoing basis. Thank you so much 
for that.

ryan elkanah
streetlight

sara wagar
campus life 
director

“Parents just don’t understand! We know 
they love us but they don’t trust us to make 
our own decisions.” That was the consensus 
of pretty much the entire group of youth 
when asked what they considered to be 
some of their toughest challenges as a teen. 

We love our kids and we want them to do 
well, but sometimes as parents we just get 
in the way. God has a plan and a purpose 
for our young people’s lives. We just have to 
trust that even when it seems like they are 
headed down the wrong path and we want 
so much to protect them, they are going 
to make their own mistakes and learn from 
them. Our Heavenly Father knows best. He 
could have made our children like robots 
so that they would just listen to us and do 
whatever we tell them….but He didn’t. Our 
young people have free will and as they ma-
ture and get around different infl uences out-
side the home, they become more and more 
resentful of parents telling them what to do. 
These youth responded that even when they 
know their parents are right, they will do the 
opposite just to irritate them. As our children 
turn into youth and young adults, we some-
times forget that they are no longer babies 
and that they are fully capable of making 
their own decisions. We hold on when we 
should be letting go. We push our sugges-
tions on them when we should be drawing 
solutions out of them. 

So what’s the best thing we can do for our 
youth? Whether you’re a biological parent 
or a spiritual parent, the best thing you can 
do for any young person in your sphere of 
infl uence is pray and trust the Lord. Yes, our 
youth may not make what we think is the 
best decisions for their lives, but that’s not 
for us to say. We can provide guidance, but 
ultimately the choice is theirs, whether we 

agree with it or not. And when they do make 
a mistake our ultimate responsibility is to put 
them in the hands of the Potter; He can take 
the clay that’s marred and make something 
beautiful again, shaping them as He seems 
fi t.

Jeremiah said, “So I went down to the pot-
ter’s house, and I saw him working at the 
wheel. But the pot he was shaping from 
the clay was marred in his hands; so the 
potter formed it into another pot, shaping 
it as seemed best to him.” Like clay in the 
hand of the Potter, so are our children in the 
hands of the Lord. Yes, parents may not un-
derstand, though we try our best to…but 
our Heavenly Father does. He understands 
every challenge that our youth face and even 
when they are too broken to cry out to Him 
for help. He will hear our prayers and not just 
mend their hearts but ours also. 

bow valley

tamara pryce-fisher
bow valley
director

tamara pryce-fisher
bow valley
director
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doug waugh
worth unlimited 
director 


