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from our executive director
Allen Klein, the author of The Art of Living Joyfully, has said, “Re-
search has shown that people who volunteer often live longer.” This 
may or not be true, I haven’t read the research. In fact some volunteer 
experiences may leave us thinking the opposite. One thing I do know is 
that volunteers are often the most under-rated contributors to the good 
that happens in our society. People often look at charities and applaud 
the people who work there for their efforts in bringing about positive 
change. Although this is a nice sentiment, and the staff at Youth Un-
limited are great people who do great work, it is our volunteers who, 
through their many sacrifices, have the opportunity to have the greatest 
impact in young lives. How can this be true?

I think the most powerful force in our world is love. I also have come 
to believe that the greatest expression of love is self-sacrifice. When 
we are able to put aside all of our own interests, rights, and needs in 
order to serve others and put them first, then we can have the greatest 
influence other people. There are many examples of this in our world, 
throughout history, people like Mother Teresa, George Mueller, war 
veterans, and especially Jesus. Giving until it hurts, or kills, is the ulti-
mate expression.

Volunteers are in the best position to demonstrate sacrificial love to a 
particular group of people in our society who really need it, youth who 
are marginalized and at- risk. If you ever have the opportunity to visit 
one of our programs, you will be blown away by how obvious it is 
that there are so many youth who need to experience love. Real love. 
The kind that lets you know deep down you have value, and purpose. 

The kind that inspires you to be better, to do more, to be sacrificial for 
others. What a huge contrast to the I World we live in. For those who 
demonstrate self-sacrifice to those in our world who desperately need 
to experience it - THANK YOU. The world is a much better place 
because of you.

If you would like to experience the thrill of giving in a very tangible 
way, please contact us. We know plenty of young people who need 
you. Our website is a great place to see what opportunities there are for 
volunteering, becoming a staff member and being a financial partner 
with us.

greg hutchinson
greater calgary
executive director

bernie adam
youth guidance 
program director 
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youth guidance
Ellen Hooge, a professional writer and longtime YFC supporter, facili-
tated our Connect Creative Writers Camp in July. The theme was “Put-
ting Your Heart on Paper.” Students were encouraged to illustrate their 
life and ideas through creative writing, art and journaling. 
 
At the same time, I ran our very popular Hockey Summer Camp. At the 
end, both groups of campers joined in for a concluding God talk time. 
Here is some of the written feedback students shared about the Creative 
Writers Camp.

Norah
This week I ended up with two projects. The first was a painting of a pot 
of soup in a kitchen.  It was a simple concept but hard to execute while 
thinking about shadows and shapes. The second was a personal journal 
entry about my feelings. I learned to get into my creative side and to 
express myself as well. This was a good way to start my summer.

Ruby
I made up a story about some girls and a cave, and I’m super happy with 
how it turned out. We put it in a picture frame with a photo of a cave and 
it looks great.
This week I learned that God is very forgiving to us even when we sin.

Katelyn
This week I wrote a short story about a cat that got into a fight. I had a lot 
of fun this week! I was reminded that God has a plan for us all and that 
something good can come out of pain.

Jaydn
This week I learned to think outside the box on things. Ellen helped me 
to see that there are many different ways to write and many different 

ways to implement them. Some of the things I did, I had never thought 
of doing or had never thought that it was another way of writing. I had 
fun just chilling out and writing, and seeing what everyone else created. 
I really enjoyed this week. It wasn’t like anything I had ever done before 
and I really liked how laid back it was. There wasn’t really a set agenda 
or project we had to follow, we could just … create! I learned a lot about 
myself through writing about things I had never thought about before. 
I have broadened my horizons for writing and it was fun! The talks we 
had were interesting and I had the chance to think about a lot of the Bible 
stories I grew up hearing, in a different way.

Thank you for making this Youth Guidance camp possible!



I know a 19 year old who has spent her teenage 
years passionate about social justice issues in the 
world.  She’s volunteered for many organizations 
that make a difference and donated lots of her time 
and finances to help people other than herself.  She’s 
also very opinionated and knowledgeable about the 
things that are important to her.  I’ve seen her find 
herself in heated debates with people who see things 
differently, and it never end wells for anyone.

I sat down with her in August to see how she’s do-
ing and hear about how she’s changed her world this 
past year.  She mentioned how she had gone to a 
conference catered to a different political view than 
hers, and how she went in ready for a verbal spat 
and a chance to show everyone how wrong she felt 
they were.

Instantly, she realized how tired she was of trying to 
get people to agree with her.  She was meeting new 
people and already felt like her back was against the 
wall and she was ready for a fight.  She didn’t like 
how she was losing the capacity to see people as 
more than just their opinions.  This strategy wasn’t 
working, so she’s begun trying something new in-
stead.  

She told me she believes we’ll see more unity and 
positive change in the world when we listen to peo-
ple and engage in story telling, rather than trying to 

force our ways on someone else.  So that’s what she 
does now – sits down with people and listens.  She 
tries to understand the background of what people 
believe and why, and she has a lot more peace in 
her life as a result.  She’s learned that if we take 
the time to hear each other’s stories, we may learn 
to fight against bad systems, rather than against 
people.   People like her are so young and already 
making the world around them a better place, and 
I’m so excited to see what she’ll accomplish before 
she even turns 20.  

campus life

sara wagar
campus life 
program director 
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s t r e e t l i g h t
This past summer, I had the incredible joy of joining the StreetLight staff 
team, and am so grateful to be a part of this ministry. The more I got to know 
the youth that come to our drop-in nights, the more I started to see the most 
common issue that leads many of these young people into such undesirable 
circumstances – the lack of adult support and role models in their lives. It is 
heart-breaking to hear about, but motivating for us to know we can hopefully 
play that role for them when no one else has or is. 

The more stories I hear, the more I see the extreme need for places like Street-
Light that provide the adult support and guidance many of these youth need. 
Katie, for example, is only 20 but has been living away from her parents for 
years due to conflicts and abuse. 

The impacts of this vary and can be intense, but show up in simple everyday 
life too. For example, she was warned that she might get evicted from the room 
she is currently living in if she didn’t get better at keeping it clean. In an effort 
to become tidier, she decided to save up some of her money to buy a storage 
piece of furniture and some bins to store on it. This was an awesome step for 
Katie – to take initiative in something and make a plan to accomplish a goal. 
Executing it was the challenge, however – making sure she had enough money, 
finding a way to transport it back to her place, and getting help assembling it. 
In my experience, my parents would have helped me with each of these steps, 
lent me money if needed, helped me pick it up from the store, and my dad 
would have showed me how to assemble it. But Katie doesn’t have these need-
ed supports that so many girls her age take for granted. I had the chance to step 

in and be the support she needed that day and help her count out her money, 
choose the right furniture, transport it home, and assemble it. It may not seem 
like much, but it stunned me that this was the kind of thing she and so many 
other youth struggle to accomplish because of the lack of support in their lives. 

What an honor to be able to be that for these youth through StreetLight – my 
prayer is that our small steps of support would encourage and empower them 
to continue to take the steps needed to accomplish their goals day by day, 
whether they are small steps or life-changing ones. 

Earlier on in the spring we decided to take Tuesday afternoons 
and do what we call “God Talk” time with the youth. We chose to 
use the youth Alpha video series to enter into conversation about 
God with them. When we suggested this to them, and they were 
more than eager to participate, which was refreshing, and exciting! 

For those of you who are not familiar with the Alpha series, it introduc-
es people to the idea of God, and how we can enter into a relationship 
with Him. It uses biblical insight, thought provoking questions, and 
applicable examples that are relatable to life. The conversations that 
have come out of this series have been awesome. I particularly love 
hearing where the guys are currently at, areas they struggle in regards 
to religion, God, or just life in general. Being trusted with those things 
has been a privilege, and I have felt honoured to be able to speak into 
those things!

Roger, in one of our afternoons, shared that he desires to learn more 
about God. What was funny (and God’s timing usually can be), is that 
on that day we were going to watch the video session on reading the 
word. One of the session questions was, “Are God’s instructions old-
fashioned and irrelevant, or do they still matter today?” Roger’s re-
sponse was awesome; he said “I think it is still relevant. There are 
some parts that I’m not too sure about, but I think a lot of issues with 
the Bible are from misinterpretation.” What an incredible response!

This past week, he was sharing that he felt that God was beginning 
to speak to his heart in everyday situations, and helping him to think 
twice and take a second breather, rather than giving in to impulses (like 
anger). God is working in this young man’s life, and we were able to 
give him a bible! He was super excited when he received it, and I wish 
I could capture in words the way he lit up in that moment!

worth auto

roman wik
worth unlimited 
service manager

DROP OFF DEADLINE: DECEMBER 4 

As Fall returns to Calgary at Streetlight we are beginning to get excited for another 
year of giving! Last year StreetLight hosted 130 youth at our Christmas Banquet 
and handed out an addition 150 backpacks to youth connected to StreetLight and 
Youth Unlimited Programs and we look forward to the opportunity to do so again 
this year!  Grab your family, friends, small group or Church and build a backpack 
knowing it will directly impact the life of a youth in need in Calgary.

For directions to the what to include in your backpack list, where to drop it 
off and how to get StreetLight into your group sharing our story check out: 

Operation Backpack 

youthunlimitedcalgary.ca/events/operationbackpack

marie picard
streetlight
intern 


