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STREETLIGHT OPERATION BACKPACK

I N S I G H T S

Consistency and longevity are paramount in our Youth Unlimited work. Our goal is to build long-lasting

mentorship relationships with youth, the kind that help young people connect with God who enables them

to flourish in all areas of their life. We have a motto here at YU: people before programs. It’s a reminder to

stay engaged with youth long after they have left our programs. It’s about long-term relationships and

those don’t end when StreetLight truck drives away, or a week at Project Serve, or a young man leaves

Worth Auto. There is no aging-out for us—the relationship continues. It’s how we are meant to live and we

believe this makes all the difference.

 

The stories behind the stories are what our staff and volunteers value. Long-term relationship was made

possible through your continued commitment to prayer and financial support. Thank you for making it

possible to walk with youth for the long-haul, giving them the opportunity to flourish in life. 

We are not going to quit and we trust you won’t either.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR GREG HUTCHINSON

YOUTHUNLIMITEDCALGARY.CA

It’s that time of year again! Here at Youth Unlimited Calgary our Streetlight program is

getting fired up about our Operation Backpack event coming up in December. Last year

we had over 400 backpacks donated by people like you. If you have never been a part

of Operation Backpack it’s a great way for you and your community to get involved in

making an impact this holiday season. All we ask is that you fill a backpack with essential

items most of us take for granted (as listed below). 

 

Each December we have had a great opportunity to make the life of homeless youth a

little brighter by providing a backpack filled with hope, a warm meal and people to talk

with! Thank you in advance for all your kindness and hard work! Every backpack received

reminds a person that there are people out there willing to care and shed some extra

hope and love. 

 

Each Backpack should be filled with:

• Warm socks and gloves

• Five adult Calgary Transit Tickets

• Shampoo and Soap

• Toothbrush and toothpaste

• Deodorant stick

• Chocolate bar or other treat

• Small first aid kit

• Memo pad and pen

• A pocket sized Bible

• A $5 donation (covering their Christmas dinner)

• A $5 fast food gift certificate

• An encouraging note. 

 

Project Deadline: December 6th. 
For drop off hours, call the Youth Unlimited office at 403.291.3179 

 

Join !

Youth Unlimited Calgary is a chapter of Youth for Christ Canada, which is an international organization. Across

the globe, youth ministers bring to the team various skillsets and ideas of how they feel led to reach youth for

Christ. Youth Unlimited is an organization that is highly powered by volunteers who work alongside our incredibly

passionate and driven ministry workers. All have a desire to help shape the future lives of youth and transform our

city.

 

Together, with diligence and intentionality, powered by a God-given conviction, we come alongside youth with

the aim of transforming their lives so that they in turn can transform our city. This is our end goal, our bottom line. 

 

We envision that as young people in the Greater Calgary area experience God, His love, His truth, and His life

changing power, they will be transformed and will be a redemptive presence in our city and beyond. Here within

and around the city of Calgary, our team is working with thousands of young people. Day by day, we are changing

lives and we invite you to consider this incredible opportunity to join us.

BE  A  PART  OF  A  TRANSFORMATIVE  MINISTRY .

YOUTHUNLIMITEDCALGARY .CA /JOIN
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This past summer Project Serve Calgary hosted its first local Calgary mission trip. 35

youth and over 15 leaders worked together to serve in their own city. The growth in

each of the youth, and even the leaders, was incredible. Students stepped out of the

their comfort zones to share Jesus’s love to the homeless, brokenhearted, and the

lost. They also had opportunity to work behind the scenes and experience the joy of

serving with organizations including the Mustard Seed, Calgary Drop-In Centre, The

New Canadian Friendship Centre and many more! Some highlights of the trip

included the a dance party with L’Arche residents, handing out ice-tea and pizza to

men and women around the Drop-In Centre, and washing the youth’s feet as an act

of commissioning on the last night of the trip. 

 

Daniel, a student in grade 10 shared this about his Project Serve experience: 

“During the trip, I was amazed by the ways we can reach out to others, as I worked

with various groups to provide support and preach to people around Calgary. And as

I learned of about the lives of people and stood together in faith with fellow

followers of Jesus, it reminded me about those around us who need prayer and help.

And I could feel God working in me to give hope and share his love.

 

God has shown me that I need to pray for the healing of others and that there are

many ways that I can spread the gospel. And he has shown me how he works

through me to do great things. Also, he has reminded me of how I have a large

family in Christ as I shared my life with fellow believers. I feel he told me that since

he is with me, I am free and should spread his great love to others.”

PROJECT SERVE DANIELLE KUELKER

This years hockey camp was held in an outdoor arena due to the indoor arena being renovated.  

This arena needed to cleaned of debris, dirt, weeds, and water (due to flooding). Every day

during the week, I cleaned and drained the arena.  Leading up to camp, a board member

brought out a Kubota sweeper and a gas powered pump.  Another volunteer brought a wheel

barrow, two campers and shoved out multiple dirt loads.  Even the school next door helped by

supplying power.  This was preparation for the rainy week that lay ahead.  

 

The rains came afternoon and evening, sometimes raining heavily all through the night. I was

often at the arena draining, pumping and repeating.I had 15 youth from Rocky Mountain

Calvary Chapel join my team of volunteers.  Every day they pulled out hockey gear, set up tents,

squeegeed, swept, and shovelled out water and dirt.  I constantly heard students say “Mr,

Bernie what can I do to help?” The students came on time, and on the nights that it had rained,

many came as early as 7:30 to squeegee, sweep and shovel water. These students connected

well with the campers and engaged in great peer to peer conversations.  

 

Every day volunteers were expected to give a “shout out”.  A shout out is a public word that

speaks value and character into a student.  Each day I encouraged my team to look for

character and identity in the students each day.  Shout outs and encouragement is a

significant part of this camp’s culture and repeat students have been blessed by this

repeatedlyThis year it was the campers who shone in “shout outs.” They were eager to give

shout outs to their peers.  As they would witness character and sportsmanship, they made a

point to give shout outs when the opportunity came. This says to me that they got it.  What did

not come naturally to some of my volunteers came very naturally to my repeat campers.  They

had caught something and were now modeling this value to fellow campers, to my volunteers,

leaders and myself.

 

On the last day of camp, two students came to me quite sad.  They expressed that they were

aging out, and that they would not be able to come back next year.  They asked if they could

volunteer with me.  I enthusiastically said yes.  It is in these things that I have joy. because I see

that lives are being impacted. In ways like students giving “shout outs”; students desiring to give

back and be leaders and students responding to the message of Christ May you share in my joy

of hearing how lives are being impacted.

YOUTH GUIDANCE BERNIE ADAM

CAMPUS LIFE SARA WAGAR

High school can be a bubble.  When you’re a teenager and you spend every

waking minute with the same group of people in the same building, it’s going to

feel like the only thing that exists.  This isn’t always a bad thing.  It’s great to

have a positive community and an environment where you feel safe.  However,

with high school, eventually you have to leave.  

 

I’ve met with lots of young women during this stage of leaving school and

beginning whatever is next.  Most of the time, they’re anxious about beginning

new things, but it’s amazing to me how quickly they get over that.  When they’re

given an opportunity to expand their capacity, so many of them rise quickly to

meet that challenge.

 

One girl was an 18-year-old girl, trying to wrap up grade 10 math after having

just put her newborn baby up for adoption. Now she lives in another city,

increasing her education and working in the field she loves.Two girls were best

friends turned enemies in their senior year of high school, having ended their

friendship over a boy.  Today they’ve talked it all through and are a stronger

pair than they were a few years ago.Another girl was a force in high school,

running student council and winning nearly every award and scholarship there

was to be had.  She is still all those things; but now with an increasing influence

on others in her university. Other former students have begun post-secondary,

started careers, traveled abroad and moved out of the city.  Some have even

started their own families. 

 

None of these things seemed possible a few years ago when they were in the

middle of high school exams, but when doors opened after graduation,

students flew through them.  This September begins senior year for a new

group of high school students, and I am so excited to see how they will rise.             

WORTH AUTO ROMAN WIK

Some of you may know Terry, and really, who could forget him? With his jolly

demeanour, big smile on his face, and 70’s song references streaming out of

him quicker than Spotify, he’s a memorable fellow! Terry comes back every

Friday to Worth in the afternoon for our God talk times. Having been connected

with a shop who was willing to hire him short term, he sadly left us. 

 

The blessing for all is, this mechanic is a Christian who understands and values

our God talk times and knows that Terry is a recent follower of Jesus. We always

love having him back every week, not only for the camaraderie, but for his

interest in learning more about this Jesus he just started walking with. The

questions he asks are on point and deep, and always get everyone thinking. 

 

But there’s new exciting news! “Well, he originally hired me just for the busy

season and didn’t know if he would keep me on. Now he wants to keep me and

take me on as an apprentice!” Terry told us just recently (3 months into this job).

We were all super excited about this, and Terry was beaming! Terry is now

motivated to go back to school and finish his high school, get into the

apprenticeship program, and make a serious go at his mechanical career. 

 

Thank you Jesus that you have been working on Terry’s heart and mind, and not

only have helped him realize worth in schooling, but more importantly worth and

purpose in himself! God definitely does have His hand on Worth and is truly

“Restoring Worth into the lives of our youth!”

5Gauges is a Youth Unlimited gauge system that measures the progress of youth in our program. This tool allows our field staff and volunteers to assess
youth on a tangible scale and measure their development. One of the gauges is “Renewed Character”, which measures how youth are growing in their
ability to live out core values such as respect, compassion, kindness and patience. The second gauge is “Healthy Relationships” which measures the
progress of youth in regards to finding a place to belong, reconciling broken relationships, discovering vibrant community, engaging in mentorship and
forming positive peer friendships. The third gauge is “Clear Purpose” which measures how well each youth is doing in regards to finding a place in the
world, utilizing their gifts and abilities, creating life goals developing passion, and demonstrating an eagerness to learn. The forth gauge is “Joyful
Service” which will measure the extent to which youth are motivated to put others first, volunteer and give back to their communities. Lastly, the fifth
gauge, “Rooted Identity” measures how youth moves from brokenness, addiction or a place of feeling trapped, to experiencing God and the freedom,
hope and healing found in a relationship with Him.

OUR STORIES OF TRANSFORMATION


